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In December 1952, a dramatic rescue operation was mounted from Bermuda to save the
passengers of a stricken Cubana Airlines aircraft which had taken off from the Civil Air Terminal but
crashed into the waters of Castle Harbor at the end of the runway at about 4.30 pm, as dusk
approached. Bermuda had been well prepared for such a rescue operation, due to the previous

establishment at Kindley Air Force Base of crash boats imported and operated especially for such
an emergency. On that particular night, two US servicemen on board the 35-foot crash boat that



went out to rescue the aircraft's passengers heard faint screams coming from the dark, oil-slicked
water. They leapt overboard without lifelines or preservers, in an attempt to rescue the
passengers. But despite their heroic efforts, and those of others, in rescuing four people, the
balance of the passengers and crew of the stricken aircraft; some thirty seven people in all;
perished from wounds incurred in the crash.
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